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Todey Digitat

eseach announced DR DOS 6. The new versien

€13 than we expecied - it o ssnentisily DR los 5 with
fties. Even the initisl first Look frem PC Week soemad
tibility concerns. 1 will ferwacd the press releme
e sepurste cover Byt Metow (s the gererul PR cesponsc.

More detsils to came o6 $00N 23 we {ook at the product

Please forverd 1o your teams:
Gereral resparee:

1) U haven’t seen the precect, 2o can’t comment en It directly.

2) BA from vhat we have resd in the trade megarines it would sppeer
that they sre sttempting to catch up te WS-DUS 5. Most of their new
teaturws such o3 the task mmpper, undeiete, § ssmory
munogewent, nev disk caching, etc., tovk en suful Lot Like they sre
trylng to cotch wp te eur feature set, Even the signficant price drep

(5199 --> $79) seems reactionsry.

But § don‘t think they have cought up yet. | belleve

thet we remsin auch stronger in key sress (ike mesory asregessnt erd
compatibility, his is crcisl becouse compatibitity end aasory
meveypemert defire the core of DOS. Alsost everything slss can be
beught frem vtility venders end bundled,

Ve betleve compatibitity w({l continue ts be an lssum for O OUS
vith vecsion 6. Ve did not hesr wuch infermption sbout the product
ldsring the bete test cycle which indicates thet the preduct ams
|prababty tested vith s ssall mmber of users. Given the ters of
[theusends of dos appiicatisns sno the muititude of pe configurstions
owt there §3 f3 wnlikely the praduct hes been sufficiently tested,
Ve tenrned this lesson with WS-DOS & and pat MS-D0T S through the
terpest bets test in the history of the pc industry.

Thelr éatch-up sttempt iz net surpising given sur suctess to date -
well over | millfon coples of the have been shipped and
srand 4O PC snvfacturers woridwide, representing over X of pcy
shipped, have cemitted 1o N3-D0S 5.

6. Uhat sbout thelr wee of wemory? Of 80T clalms to get well over
600t free, even en §086 and 8083 machires

A. Whet’s resily hey s the emeunt of mesory brtwesn 0 ordd | sb,
traviovaly, thelr ssiution wes inferior, but 1 heven't
seen this versien 30 [ can't soy.

l:':ruwym"tdwulutﬂ to be under

2
Tm atandsrd conflgorstions. For exesple, they quote ﬁﬂr a8
muru on the Neat and Leap chip sets (10X of 206 basa) end
3088 rasders reguire 8008 pcs With 8 -memory board supportivg the
LIN 6,0 standerd, Very few users sport this centlgurstien.

. What about thit new cowpression, thet sounds rest

A. From whet we hear DR BOS acquired this technology fram » seeil
Littie tnown company. Compression {s technology that sften creates
Incompetibilities brcouse it manipulates the herd disk n s tew-tevel
usy - one minteke snd your herd disk {s tesst. This is en example of
why wu think customrs will be cencerned sbout version ¢'s
competibitity.

0. Do you think that Bevell's ressurces will heip B 5CS be
taaccaafulil?

5. (jokingly).. Digitisl Ressarch has stvweys been » competitar as
has Boveli, we now have ane tens campetitor.

RS-D0S has Deen the standerd for 10 yesrs anc we have (eermwd » ot

In that time that has heiped seke WS-DOS S 8o succamful. fNevell‘s

parchase of DR DOS and the resources they bring te bear stiil @ not
change the fact that there is no competling cesson for customcs to

switch and in fact meny cewpellirg reasens for amtamdrs not to.

to bring wp I given the appropriste opening:
. fwture DR DOR incospatibitity with Virdews - CEY here {g not te

say we wili wqu! prevent cespetibility wDR 90S.
given the chance [t {s OK te tay the truth - thet we only test windowy

t
1

on Microsoft supported eperating systams, 9o thers‘s resily no wey Yo
krow fn the futurs vhat #ill work and what wilt net. Moreover es ue
{move forward, ss-des and virdows will heve incraseed synergy, os wa’'ve
{demnstrated with ax-cos$ and wind.0.

2. The DR DOS product veems mere Like 8 3.1 ruleese then o 4.0, (¢
is reatly OR D03 5.0 with & few more wtitities,

tiz/Carvinesirad
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